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Dear Members of the Architectural Selection Committee: 

The firm of Martin A. De Sapio, AIA has specialized in religious architecture and master 
planning of religious complexes for its entire 40 year history.  We have completed projects for 
over 100 religious entities.  Our completed projects include new churches, parochial schools, 
religious education buildings and parish centers, as well as worship space and parish center 
additions, renovations, and renewals. 

Your principal-in-charge, Martin De Sapio, and your project architect, David Mooney, are highly 
experienced in religious facility design and planning. Our small size allows us to build great 
relationships with congregations because of the high level of service and quality of design that 
we provide.     

Martin De Sapio is a Liturgical Consultant member and Treasurer of the Association of 
Consultants for Liturgical Space and has attended numerous national seminars and conferences 
on liturgical design. 

The firm of Martin A. De Sapio, AIA provides site master planning, architecture, and interior 
design with our in-house staff.  We also hold a high level of knowledge in all of the related 
specialty consulting trades:  lighting design, liturgical furnishings, and acoustics.  Our 
mechanical consultant, Strunk – Albert Engineering, and structural consultant, MPP 
Engineers, LLC, have a long history working with our firm with an extensive catalog of 
collaborative religious projects. Both consultants have a strong background in assessing existing 
facilities and are able to meet our very demanding design standards for church renovations and 
new construction.  

We look forward to the opportunity of meeting with you to discuss your church and to show the 
work of our firm in more detail.  For questions regarding this proposal, please call or email 
Martin De Sapio at 908-788-5222 x216 and at mdesapio@desapio.com or David Mooney at 908-
788-5222 x206 and at dmooney@desapio.com.  

Very truly yours, 

David L. Mooney, R.A., LEED AP Martin A. De Sapio, AIA

mailto:mdesapio@desapio.com
mailto:dmooney@desapio.com


 
 

Web: www.desapio.com  270 South Main Street Phone: (908) 788-5222 
Email: mdesapio@desapio.com Flemington, New Jersey 08822 Fax: (908) 788-6877 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section A  
 

Firm History, Profile and Current Leadership 
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Why should you select 
Martin A. De Sapio, AIA as your architect? 

We have 40 years of experience developing master plans for churches. 
Please refer to the “Select Master Plan Projects” in this proposal. 

We take the time to understand the needs of your unique faith community. 
We specialize in religious architecture.  For the last forty years, religious buildings have compromised 
approximately 80% of our completed projects.  We have designed churches, chapels, community centers, 
classrooms, and administrative spaces for Lutheran, Catholic, Baptist, Episcopal, Methodist, Jewish and 
other faith groups.  We take the time to understand the uniqueness of each faith and each community and 
create a design that is uniquely fitted to them.   

We have 40 years of experience designing beautiful churches. 
Please refer to the “Select Religious Client List” in this proposal. 

We will be your partner from concept to occupancy and beyond. 
We are here to help you realize the dreams and goals of your faith community.  We can help you 
determine how to phase your construction based on your parish’s financial situation.  We will be your 
advocate throughout the construction process to ensure that the design intent is met and that a high quality 
of construction is achieved.  Many of the congregations that we have worked with have been with us for 
decades.   

Trust those that have gone through this process before you. 
The Parish Community of Saint Helen in Westfield, NJ recently selected Martin A. De Sapio, AIA to 
design the renovation and expansion of their Sanctuary after several false starts with other architects.  The 
conceptual design was completed with expansion of the original program and included a brand new 
worship space.  To keep the larger project on budget, a contractor was hired in coordination with our 
office to monitor the construction costs as the project proceeds through design development and 
construction documentation. We participated with the building committee to bring the new design to their 
congregation through large group open presentations. We are sure they would be happy to report on how 
we are doing and why they felt we were the right firm for them. 
. 
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Formal Qualification Statement 
 

Firm Information 
 

  
 
 

  
Name and Address of Firm: Martin A. De Sapio, AIA 

270 South Main Street, Suite 300 
Flemington, NJ 08822 

  
Name of Principal Owner: Martin A. De Sapio 

 
Date of Founding of Firm: 1984 

 
List Similar Assignments: See “Select Religious Clients List” and 

“Similar Completed Projects” pages in this 
proposal (Section B) 
 

Personnel Assigned to Project: See resumes of Martin De Sapio and David 
Mooney on following pages. 

 



 
 

Web: www.desapio.com  270 South Main Street Phone: (908) 788-5222 
Email: mdesapio@desapio.com Flemington, New Jersey 08822 Fax: (908) 788-6877 

Martin A. De Sapio, AIA 
Principal of Firm, 1984 – Present 

 
 

REGISTRATION: Architectural Licenses  
New Jersey 1983, New York 1988, Pennsylvania 1989, Massachusetts 1997,  
Delaware 2004, Maryland 2008, Connecticut 2009 
Professional Planners License 
New Jersey 1985 
Interior Designer License 
New Jersey 2007 
National Council of Architectural Registration Boards Certification 1987 
 

EDUCATION: University of Notre Dame, Bachelor of Architecture 1981 
Rome Studies Program 1978-1979 
 

CONTINUING 
EDUCATION: 

Attendance at National Conferences on Environment and Art for Catholic Worship, 
Chicago, Washington, D.C., Orlando, Boston, Minneapolis, San Diego, Albuquerque, 
Colorado Springs, Indianapolis, Kansas City 
 

PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS: 

ACLS Association of Consultants for Liturgical Space 
American Institute of Architects 
New Jersey Society of Architects 
National Trust for Historic Preservation 
Interfaith Forum on Religion, Art and Architecture 
 

HONORS: First Place Winner - Design Competition:  Church Street Housing, co-sponsored by 
Central Chapter of New Jersey Society of Architects and Trenton Urban League for 16 
units of low income housing in Trenton, NJ 
 
1997 International Masonry Institute New Jersey Golden Trowel Award Best in 
Category - Municipal/Community:  St. Luke Roman Catholic Church, Toms River, NJ 
 
1998 International Masonry Institute New Jersey Golden Trowel Award Best in 
Category - Commercial Projects:  270 South Main Street Professional Office Building, 
Flemington, NJ 
 

SELECT CHURCH 
DESIGN 
PROJECTS: 

Refer to “Similar Completed Projects” pages and “Select Religious Client List” that 
are included in this proposal 
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David L. Mooney, R.A., LEED AP 
Project Architect 

 
Mr. Mooney has been with Martin A. De Sapio, AIA since 1995 and has been a Project Architect for the 
firm since 2003.  A select list of projects completed with the firm is on the reverse. 
 
From 2007 to 2009, David was the Owner’s Representative for the construction phase of a new sanctuary, 
new education wing, and major renovation for Congregation Agudath Israel in Caldwell, New Jersey.  He 
provided daily on-site project review to ensure that the project was constructed in accordance with 
construction documents, design intent, and owner’s requirements.   
 
In keeping with the principle of being a good steward of the earth, David became a LEED Accredited 
Professional (LEED AP) in 2009.  The United States Green Building Council (USGBC) is leading a 
national consensus for producing a new generation of buildings that deliver high performance inside and 
out.  Through the Green Building Certification Institute, the USGBC grants the LEED AP designation to 
individuals with enhanced understanding of green building practices and principles and the ability to 
support and encourage an integrated design process. 

Qualifications: 

Licensed Architect in the state of New Jersey. 
National Council of Architectural Registration Boards Certificate Holder. 
Recognized as a LEED Accredited Professional by the Green Building Certification Institute. 

Education: 

Bachelor of Architecture, Pennsylvania State University, 1995 
Rome Studies Program, 1994 

Professional Licensure: 

Registered Architect, New Jersey, 2003 to Present 

Other Certifications: 

NCARB Certification, 1998 to Present 
LEED AP (Green Building Certification Institute), 2009 to Present 
LEED AP Building Design & Construction (BD+C) Specialty, 2011 to Present 
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David L. Mooney, R.A., LEED AP 
 
Select Completed Projects with the Firm: 
 
270 South Main Street Professional Office Building - Flemington, NJ 
Honor: International Masonry Institute New Jersey Golden Trowel Award Best in Category - Commercial 
Projects 
 
St. Thomas More at St. John’s University - Queens, NY 
New 400+ seat church, administrative offices, and related spaces on the Queens campus. 
 
St. Charles Borromeo (Phase 2) - Skillman, NJ 
20,000sf Phase 2 addition to existing church (also designed by DeSapio) New social center including 
offices for various user groups, multi-purpose rooms, large social hall, youth center, and commercial 
kitchen. 
 
Christ Our Light Catholic Church - Loudonville, New York 
13,000sf worship space renovation including new sanctuary platform ceilings, lighting, flooring, pews & 
furnishings. 
 
Congregation Agudath Israel - West Caldwell, NJ 
500 seat sanctuary/social hall addition, 3-story education wing addition and renovation of two story office 
and education facility.  
 
Calvary Baptist Church - Little Egg Harbor, NJ 
33,000 s.f. education addition which includes 16 classrooms, gymnasium, kitchen, nursery, youth group 
room and offices 
 
St. Helen Church - Westfield, NJ 
15,700sf addition of a 650 seat church and 100 seat daily chapel to the existing administration building. 
 
 
Special Interest: 
 
National Ski Patrol (NSP)  (1989 - present) 
• Member of Delaware Valley Ski Patrol in New Jersey  (1995 - present) 
• Member of Shawnee Mountain Ski Patrol in Pennsylvania  (2016 - present) 
• NSP Outdoor Emergency Care (OEC) Instructor  (1996 - present) 
• OEC Instructor of Record for Delaware Valley Ski Patrol  (2006 - present) 
• NSP NJ Region OEC Administrator  (2009 - present) 
• Award: NSP National Appointment, Number 11874   (2017) 
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Team Organization Chart 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We have collaborated with all of our consultants on many of our completed church projects. 
They understand our high expectations in regards to church design.

Client 

Architect 
MARTIN A. DE SAPIO, AIA 

 
Martin A. DeSapio, AIA - Principal 

David L. Mooney, R.A., LEED AP – Project Architect 
 

Structural Engineering 
Consultant 

MPP ENGINEERING 
 
 

Mechanical/Electrical 
Engineering Consultant 

STRUNK-ALBERT 
ENGINEERING 

 
 

Lighting Design 
Consultant 

REBAR 
LIGHTING DESIGN 

Acoustical  
Consultant 

METROPOLITAN 
ACOUSTICS 

Other Consultants 
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Section B 
 

Select Relevant Experience 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Team member and subconsultant names in bold are proposed for this project. 
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Select Religious Client List 
  
At Martin A. De Sapio, AIA, we specialize in architecture for religious institutions.  Since the founding of the firm 
in 1984, religious projects have been our primary focus.  Our ability to listen and interpret the needs of a diversity 
of faith communities is exemplified by this partial client list (new buildings and major additions are in boldface 
type): 

 
*St Helen Church, Westfield, NJ 

*Calvary Baptist Church, Little Egg Harbor, NJ 

Calvary Baptist Church, Morristown, NJ 

Christ Our Light, Albany, NY 

Church of the Assumption, New Egypt, NJ 

Church of the Visitation, Brick, NJ 

Congregation Agudath Israel of West Essex, 
Caldwell, NJ 

Einstein College of Yeshiva University Synagogue, 
Bronx, NY 

Faith Lutheran Church, Hillsborough, NJ 

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, South River, NJ 

Immaculata High School, Somerville, NJ 

Immaculate Conception Elementary School, 
Somerville, NJ 

Immaculate Conception School, Clinton, NJ 

Our Lady of the Snows, Floral Park, NY 

Our Lady of Sorrows, Trenton, NJ 

Our Lady of Victories, Baptistown, NJ 

Pope John XXIII High School, Sparta, NJ 

Praise Temple C.O.G.I.C., Wenonah, NJ 

St. Barnabas Episcopal, Monmouth Junction, NJ 

Saint Benedict, Holmdel, NJ 

Saint Cecelia, Iselin, NJ 

Saint Charles Borromeo, Skillman, NJ 

 

*Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Three Bridges, NJ 

*Saint Francis of Assisi, Belchertown, MA 

Saint Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother,  
Avondale, PA 

Saint Helena School, Edison, NJ 

Saint James, Pennington, NJ 

Saint John the Evangelist, Dunellen, NJ 

Saint John Neumann, Califon, NJ 

Saint Joseph, Aston, PA 

Saint Joseph, Middletown, DE 

Saint Joseph, Washington, NJ 

St. Joseph Regional School, Newton, NJ 

Saint Luke, Toms River, NJ 

Saint Magdalen de Pazzi, Flemington, NJ 

*Saint Mary Magdalene, Springfield Gardens, NY 

St. Paul’s Baptist Church, Philadelphia, PA 

Saint Thomas More, Manalapan, NJ 

*Saint Thomas More Church,  
Saint John’s University, Jamaica, NY 

Saint Vincent de Paul, Richboro, PA 

Saint William the Abbot, Howell, NJ 

Temple Beth-El, Hillsborough, NJ 

Temple Emanu-El, Livingston, NJ 

United Methodist Church, Flemington, NJ 

 

 
*See following pages for details of these projects 
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ST. THOMAS MORE                       
Diocese of Brooklyn 
Queens, New York Campus of St. John’s University 

Project:  New Church  
Client Contact Information:   

Mr. Salvatore Ciampo, Exec. Dir. of  
Design & Construction 
Phone:  (718) 430-2176 (at Yeshiva University) 

Construction Manager Contact Information:    
 Tim Norton, Project Supervisor  
 Skanska USA Building Inc. 
 170-19 Grand Central Parkway 
 Jamaica, NY   11432 

Size:  13,400 sq.ft. 
Year Completed:  2005 

Key Internal Team Members:  Martin De Sapio, Bradford Worthington, David Mooney 
Key Subconsultants:  Strunk – Albert Engineering; Scott McConnell, Schoor Depalma 
 
Description: St. Thomas More Church is a new 13,400 sq.ft. church on the main campus of St. John’s University. A 
campus church had been a dream of the St. John’s community since its inception over a century ago. The church 
stands prominently on the campus green and is on axis with the oldest building on campus, St. John Hall, and also 
shares an axis with St. Augustine Hall. The church houses worship, administrative, and conference facilities. 
 
Featured on “City of Churches”, episode “St. Thomas More Church at St. John’s University” (aired 10/26/16) 
https://netny.tv/episodes/city-of-churches/st-thomas-church-st-johns-university/ 
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SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
Diocese of Springfield 
Belchertown, Massachusetts 

 
Project:  New Church 
 
Client Contact Information: 
Rev. Vernon P. Decoteau, Pastor 
Phone:  (413) 323-6272 

 
Size:  12,600 sq.ft. 
Year Completed:  2005 

 
Key Internal Team Members:   
Martin De Sapio and David Mooney 
 
Key Subconsultants:   
Strunk-Albert Engineering; Schoor Depalma Engineering 
 
Description: The new home for St. Francis of Assisi is sited on a former apple orchard about a block away from the 
Church’s previous home. The new site is nestled in a wooded area making it feel like a retreat from the pressures of 
the outside world.. 
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ST. MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH 
Diocese of Brooklyn 
Springfield Gardens, New York 

Project:  New Church 
Client Contact Information: 
Sister Maryellen Kane 
Phone:  (718) 949-4311 ext. 2 

General Contractor Contact Information: 
Gino Fazio 
G. Fazio Construction 
58-41 63rd Street 
Maspeth, New York   11378 

Size: 14,760 sq.ft. 
Year Completed:  2016 

Key Internal Team Members:  Martin De Sapio, Paul Juliano, David Mooney 
Key Subconsultants:  Strunk – Albert Engineering; MPP Engineers, LLC 
 
Description: In 2010 the church which was built in 1927 was ravaged by fire. It was hoped that the building shell 
and structure could be salvaged, but the structural evaluation revealed that the extent of the damage would require a 
complete demolition.  The new church significantly expand the worship space and add a basement level social hall. 
The timber trusses echo the structure from the previous church while new stain glass and liturgical furnishings 
highlight the congregation’s traditions and backgrounds. 
 
Featured on “City of Churches”, episode “St Mary Magdalene” (aired 10/18/17) 
https://netny.tv/episodes/city-of-churches/st-mary-magdalene/
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SAINT HELEN CHURCH 
Archdiocese of Newark 
Westfield, New Jersey 

 
Project:  Addition and Renovations 
 
Client Contact Information: 
Msgr. Tom Nydegger, Pastor 
Phone:  (908) 232-1214 

 
Size:  15,740 sq.ft. 
Year Completed:  2021 

 
Key Internal Team Members:   
Martin De Sapio and David Mooney 
 
Key Subconsultants:   
Strunk – Albert Engineering; MPP Engineers, LLC 
 
Description: Originally built in 1972, St Helen’s congregation desired a renovation and addition to their church to 
complete a multi-phase campus improvement project. Programmatic requirements for a large gathering space & 
additional seating, and existing structural deficiencies resulted in a new 650 seat church to be proposed on the 
footprint of the old sanctuary. An addition between the new worship space and existing administration building 
accommodates the sacristy, restrooms and new 100 seat daily chapel. Existing stain glass windows and field stone 
from the existing exterior was salvaged from the original church and incorporated into the new design. 
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ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON CHURCH 
Diocese of Metuchen 
Three Bridges, New Jersey 

Project:  New Church, Additions and Renovations 
 
Client Contact Information: 
Rev. Thomas J. Serafin, Pastor 
Phone:  (908) 782-1475 

Size:  37,000 sq.ft. 
3 Phases Completed between: 1989 - 2007 

Key Internal Team Members:   
Martin De Sapio 
 
Key Subconsultants:   
Strunk – Albert Engineering; MPP Engineers, LLC 
 
Description: The 37,000 sq.ft. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church Complex was designed and constructed in three 
phases between 1989 and 2007. As the architect for all three phases a continuity of design was developed and the 
full program was completed as membership grew and funds became available.  
Phase I & II includes Worship Space that seats 450, Narthex, Daily Chapel, offices, & meeting rooms. The church 
interior is an interplay of painted forms and wall surfaces washed in natural light, with contrasting painted and dark 
stained woodwork throughout.  
Phase III (shown here) includes a formal lobby, social hall, commercial kitchen, and 14 religious education 
classrooms. The building’s major spaces are broken into distinct forms that integrate perfectly with the Church. 
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CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Little Egg Harbor, New Jersey 

Project:  Multipurpose/Classroom Addition 
 
Client Contact Information: 
Michael Dellaperute, Pastor 
Phone:  (609) 296-4606 

Size:  33,000 sq.ft. 
Year Completed: 2014 

Key Internal Team Members:   
Martin De Sapio, Paul Juliano, David Mooney 
 
Key Subconsultants:   
Strunk – Albert Engineering; MPP Engineers, LLC 
 
Description: The 33,000 sq.ft. multi-purpose addition to the existing Church’s auditorium (worship space) building 
included offices, classrooms, gymnasium, commercial kitchen and nurseries. A porte cochere leads to a large foyer 
space (bottom left) which connects the existing with the new addition. The project used tilt-up construction for cost 
savings and a long building life. The exterior tilt-up concrete wall slabs were veneered with cement siding to match 
the aesthetics of the existing church. 
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Section C 
 

Recommendations 







Temple Emanu-El of West Essex 
 
 
Rabbi Mark Kaiserman                  264 West Northfield Road, Livingston, NJ 07039  973.992.5560 www.emanuel.org          
Cantor Sharon Brown-Levy 
Rabbi Emeritus Peter E. Kasdan 
Sherry Nemiroff, Director of Education 
Ellen Levitt, Early Childhood Director 
Theresa Edelstein, President 

 
October 3, 2011 
 
Martin A. De Sapio 
Martin A. De Sapio AIA 
270 South Main Street 
Suite 300 
Flemington, NJ  08822 
 
Dear Martin: 
 
On behalf of the entire congregation at Temple Emanu-El of West Essex, we are writing you to thank you 
for the exceptional work, leadership and guidance your firm provided from start to finish on our Sanctuary 
Renewal Project during the last two years. 
 
From the moment we met, our fellow Committee members, Board of Trustees, and we felt that we were in 
your capable hands to guide us through this effort.  Several of our Committee members worked on 
previous renovation and construction projects at Temple, and our team was universal in its praise and 
appreciation for your handling of the project from start to finish.  And, universal agreement in our 
organization does not happen every day! 
 
We want to especially thank and acknowledge the work of David Mooney.  David’s passion, concern and 
dedication to our project were evident in everything he did.  We could always count on David to ensure 
things were running smoothly, setting standards for quality in all phases of the project and not allowing 
other partners on our project to settle for less. 
 
You understood our needs.  You knew how we needed to navigate through this project.  You offered sage 
guidance, reassured us and gave us confidence to move forward when we needed it.  Ultimately, you were 
a trusted and valued partner in leading our congregation to realize our dream of renewing our Sanctuary.  
Thank you. 
 
With gratitude, appreciation and L’Shalom, 

        
Rabbi Mark Kaiserman  Theresa Edelstein  David Spiler 
    Temple President and  Co-Chair 
    Co-Chair   Sanctuary Renewal Committee 
    Sanctuary Renewal Committee 







 

 
St. Joseph Parish 

371 E. Main Street 
Middletown, DE  19709 

302-378-5800 
sgiuliano@stjosephmiddletown.com 

 
 

 
Office of the Pastor 

October 28, 2008 
Martin A. DeSapio, AIA 
270 South Main Street, Suite 300 
Flemington, NJ 08822 
 
Dear Martin: 
 
Please accept my sincere thanks for all you and Paul Juliano have done to assist our parish bring the dream of a 
new church to life. Please allow me to share my thoughts with you regarding the process. 
 
 From the first meeting, our Building Committee was impressed with the professionalism and care we received 
from you. In addition to your expertise, you both are tremendous listeners, always taking our comments, 
questions and suggestions to heart. By incorporating ideas from all of the committee members, everyone came 
away with a sense that they had made significant contributions to the overall design of the church. 
 
The final design was a true masterpiece, incorporating all of the elements we wanted. Even though we had to do 
some scaling back due to finances, you both worked with us to make sure that the final product remained true to 
the original concept. And your design also has allowed us to construct in phases, which will help us move 
forward as more funds become available. 
 
In addition to the innovative ways the entire building was made accessible for those who may have mobility 
issues, including presiders, the inclusion of elements from our old church has given a wonderful sense of history 
and enabled all of our parishioners to feel at home.  
 
The other outstanding element of this process was the oversight and assistance with the General Contractor. 
From the time we first interviewed builders your help has been a blessing. By means of the weekly construction 
meetings, we were assured of the completion of the project in a timely way that stayed true to the vision. 
 
In short, I could not be happier with your firm, and would highly recommend you to any and all who are 
interested in s first-class building project. Thank you again for your he lp, and please encourage anyone 
interested in working with you to contact me for more information. 
 
Asking God’s blessing on you and your loved ones, I am 
 
Sincerely yours,  
 
 
 
 
Very Rev. Steven B Giuliano, V.F. 
Pastor 
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Thank you for your consideration.

We look forward to working 

with you on your project.
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